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My name was Victoria Quin-Harkin at birth. I photograph under Alex Cabrini.  
 

 
I am trained and published as a photojournalist; my M.A is in International Journalism (broadcast, 
conflict specialism) from city university (I graduated with merit 2010). I have previously worked in 
many disciplines of magazine publishing including Marketing and Circulation.  
 
I have omitted some work I feel is not relevant to my career aspirations for clarity and in order to 
save space, some I have not gone into detail of. 
 

Recent:  2021  
I have written 2x screenplays: Dante and Lizzie and The Vanishing Point currently  
trying to attach actors  Funds / deals and possibly Produce. 
 

 I am currently editing and looking for representation by a literary / film agents and 
managers for the publication of my scrrenplays: 
  
Dante and Lizzie  
The Vanishing Point  
and my  memoir, working title: Manners for The Modern Memsahib – Tales of Poetry 
and of swearing. Currently trying to edit down from 156,000 words.   
 
Also a Children’s Novel called “Joy” That I have been working on since 1996/7 the 
first 5,000 words of which are entered into a literary competition. 

 
Also working on a variety of other personal projects and (since 2010) I have parented 
my daughter who is now 14 and boarding at Westonbirt senior school single-handedly. 

 
My poem Butterscotch was published on City University’s literary website the bard 
last Year. 

 
2010 Researched and Produced radio documentary on the Lord’s Resistance Army In the 

field in Northern Uganda and Kenya.   
 

 
09/08 – 05/10 Mature Student at City University for MA in International Journalism – broadcast 

pathway, Specialism conflict. Passed with Merit. Interviews included amongst many 
others: Former LRA peace negotiator Yolam Okech, Journalist Michela Wrong, Dr 
Frank Arnold Clinical Director Medical Justice, Fergal Keane, Sir Edward Clay, 
Global Witness’ Dr Sarah Wykes, “Iman” refugee who was detained and tortured In 
Evin prison Iran and then detained twice in UK, “Sarah” a former asylum detainee who 
survived the Yarl’s Wood fire, Bryhr Barrett from the Countryside Alliance and Lord 
Snowdon.  

 
I did broadcast / print news stories on everything from heavy hitting Human rights 
and Conflict to culture, polo, Burlesque and cabaret, food and couture. 

 
As part of the course we did multimedia journalism and learned trauma interviewing 
(though I had previous experience). I also did the (optional) print conversion course.  

 
2009   Observation Reuters TV (newsroom). 

 
2009-10  APTN Four-week placement working on Horizons producing TV news features. 
 

BBC World Service 3 week broadcast unpaid work experience placement that placed too 
much physical and financial stress on me. 
 
While doing studying for my MA I concurrently worked on setting up Mad Monkeyz 
from home, co parented Sheba, and worked weekends in a local care home (Ashley 
House) on reception.  Where I had responsibilities to whistleblow, for fire 
evacuations, security, and rotas. I was in contact with residents and relatives and was 
CRB checked. 

 
 

01/04 – 03/11  Predominantly freelance work. I was also a full-time carer for my Grandma M.I.L 
Stephen until her death of cancer in 3/05 and had a daughter (Sheba) in 10/06. I 
became a lone parent in January 2010. Also did Temp roles / holiday cover for Tribal 
Group, butler Sherbourne and various others. 
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2006 – 03/10  Partner Mad Monkeyz - a design and marketing company I ran with my then husband, 
who is a graphic designer, from home.  
My role included creative (as part of a team), copywriting, photography, marketing 
strategy and general management.  

 
Article in Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard on rock band (I also did some rock 
photography early in my career). 
 
I also stood independently for council for Park ward, Cirencester for Cotswold 
District Council achieving over 200 votes. 

 
11/02 - 08/04  Director Alex Cabrini Ltd, Malindi, Kenya – Marketing / Media company  

Features and pictures (Daily Nation ‘Weekend’ and ‘Saturday’) 
•        The “Lunatic Express” Nairobi to Mombasa train journey. 
•        Wine and cocktails. 
•        Salsa scene in Nairobi. 

 
News projects 
•        Samburu Pastoralists Project for Disadvantaged Children.  
 
 
Photojournalism 
•        Riots / the campaign for   constitutional reform in Kenya. 
•        Aftermath of bombing at Paradise Hotel Kikambala  
 
Photography exhibited and sold as limited edition at: 
Pavement, Nairobi and Christmas Craft fair, Ancelotto house, Muthaiga, 
Nairobi. 
 
Other 

Creative work, hosted websites, was Managing Agent and Landlord for a 
block of six flats in Wandsworth, London. Employed and managed a 
number of staff (average five) to assist me in my business and caring for 
my disabled grandmother  (who was living with me in Kenya) and to run my business. 

 
 

05/99 – 11/02   Freelance Photojournalism / Journalism / Photography 
Based in London half the year I spent the other half in Africa (Burundi, 
Kenya, Uganda, Egypt, Zimbabwe) and Holland 

 
Articles and Photographs: 
•    Millennium Baby from Burundi (The Daily Express  
•    Child Soldiers (News Africa). 
•    The Hague Appeal for Peace Conference. 
•    Sarel Gous (Lloyds List). 
•    Photos in Lloyds List and Insurance Day. 
•   Events and Fashion photography -Adebayo's Jones Couture / Nomusa 

Ndweni 
 

World Emergency Relief - I photographed a WER funded project for orphans 
in Burundi and interviewed traumatised people and some who had taken part 
in the region’s genocide. 
 
Various photography mainly humanitarian / news / couture / society / Africa 
etc. 

 
Marketing Contracts included: 

•     Informa Publishing Group Ltd. Insurance Age, Heath insurance,        
Commercial Aviation report, commercial aviation value report, Lloyds list, 
the review, insurance day etc. 
•     Reed Business Information (Personnel Today Awards, HR World). 
•     Reed Business Information -   

(Health and Beauty Salon, Hairdresser's Journal, Computer Weekly, 
ECN, New Scientist, The Motorship, Farmers Weekly and various of 
Reed's other titles). 

•     The Times Educational Supplement (copywriting for website). 
 
For the most part these involved circulation and subscription strategy, 
project management, teamwork, creativity, budgeting, copywriting, events, 
creative, copywriting and management of external contractors. Also acted as 
Company Secretary for Prometheus IT and photographed various events and 
photojournalism stories in London, Holland and Africa. 
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   Concurrently worked in The Mad Hatter’s Wine Bar, Cirencester. 
 

 
01/98 – 05/98 (going with official dates but I did a temp contract via Reed for them before this for approx. 12 
weeks) 
 
                  Temporary Publicity Officer, Poplar HARCA 

(Housing and Regeneration Community Association). 
I’m going from the dates on a reference but did an earlier placement of 
approximately 12 weeks via Reed Docklands the previous year. 
 
Drafted a £200,000 P.R. strategy that was later adopted by the board in 
respect of a £55M ballot campaign. Organising a tour for a delegation of 
Chinese Ministers. Wrote articles. Commissioned photography. Trained the 
permanent Publicity Officer. ‘Fire-fighting’ P.R. issues. Liaison at all levels 
during the turbulent early stages of the organisation. Various copywriting 
and Photography. 
 
Negotiated and oversaw the filming of the opening scenes of Dreamworks’ 
The Haunting on HARCA’s estates. Booked Photographers and managed photo 
library and all press liason.  
 
Entertained visiting delegation of Chinese Ministers and local MP on behalf 
of CEO Steve Stride. Infiltrated “Stop the Harca” campaign meeting to hear 
what their point was, Attended various events, photographed various events. 
Liased with people at all levels and problem solved. 
 
temp work for Bibendum wine – unsure exact dates but attended Christmas 
party. Various other temp roles. 
 

06/97 – 11/98  Freelance Journalism – for The Scotsman newspaper’s ‘Interactive’ section 
whilst Based in Amsterdam and on return to London. 
Articles included: 
•        Multiple Sclerosis on the Internet. 
•        The rise of the real-time sophisticated small investor (feature). 
•        Various reviews of websites and software. 
•        Various photographic commissions and other freelance work. 
 

06/95 – 06/97 Database Manager. I.D.G. Media - World’s largest IT publishing company 
(Adlington and then 99 Gray’s Inn Road, London.) Set up and ran the 
successful division – which was my idea. Included list rental sales, budgets, cost 
benefit analysis etc. (Broke target on month one). Also did some marketing for the 
UK launch of the ‘Dummies’ and ‘Secrets’ books working with external 
company (Transworld) ad IDG’s representative.  
 
Also promotion for PC Advisor’s launch party working with Katherine kleeb. 
Titles worked for in database manager: Macworld, PC Advisor, Acorn User, 
Acorn Computing, Pc Home, Amiga Action, Amiga Computing, PSX pro, Gamepro, 
the Web, Digit. 

 
03/95 – 06/95                        Marketing Executive, I.D.G. Media, Adlington, Macclesfield, Cheshire. 

Worked with Marketing Manager on all elements of magazine marketing, list 
rental, promotions, events and sponsored shows, creative, copywriting, stand 
management etc. 
 

09/90 – 06/95 Freelance Photography (local, RAC balls and rock) also security 
(Woolworths Distribution Centre) / bar / bar management / waitressing (The 
Bathurst Arms, The Village Pub, The Green Dragon, Letherby and 
Christopher at Ascot and Cheltenham Races, The Hunting Lodge at Adlington 
Hall, the Legh Arms and the little Chef Adlington, Cheshire, Beating and 
assisting gamekeeper / fishery manager boyfriend on pheasant shoots and 
entertaining guns and rods / factory (mycalex) / shop work (Metrocolor 
photographic and Zucci clothing – in wear, Mexx etc. Some Local modelling, 
various others.) 

 
 
 
FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
2016  New York Book editors’ Query Mastery Course. 
2013 I audited an online course HKS211.1X Central Challenges of American 

National Security, Strategy and The Press (via Harvard EdX). 
09 -05/10                            MA in International Journalism, broadcast, conflict at City University. 
01                                       1 day Photoshop 6 course (tailored to my needs). 
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00                                        5 day Risk Assessment and H.E.F.A.T. (Hostile Environments and First Aid 
training course). 

99                                        Intermediate Kiswahili course – 1 term evening course at S.O.A.S (School for 
Oriental and African Studies) the course was discontinued. 

98                                       London School of Photojournalism course (Pass). 
95/6                                    Courses inc. 3 day Negotiation, 2 day Sales and 1 day Unix. 
83 – 90                               Cirencester Deer Park Comprehensive School - G.C.S.E ‘s (8 at higher grade 

Inc.  French, German, English Language. (A1) English Literature and Maths). 
A’ levels: History (D), Theatre Studies (D), epa (u).  
 

ADDITIONAL SKILLS 
 
 
DRIVING   Full U.K. driving license for cars and motorbikes. 4x4 experience and 
trained. 
 
COMPUTER                          PC and Mac - Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Vista, Outlook etc.) Basic 

Photoshop 6, Final Cut Pro, Adobe  Audition, Avid, Dave, ENPS and Headline. 
 
LANGUAGES                      Mother tongue English. Basic conversational French, German and Kiswahili, 

limited Italian and Dutch. Pleasantries in many others. All rusty. 
 
INTERESTS  International News, conservation, sustainable development, conflict, peace, 

diplomacy, African issues (mainly East / Central region, Kenya in particular), 
marketing, photography, Films, books, poetry, Ballet, Art, people, survival 
skills, snorkelling, backgammon, arts and culture, couture, wide musical 
tastes, with very wide general knowledge.  

 
 
VOLUNTARY  I have also shared my knowledge, ideas and experience by providing 

strategies for conservation and sustainable development in various on-line 
forums including: Save Lamu, The Kenyans 4 Wildlife forum. 

 
Where possible I have tried to use my journalism knowledge and experience. 
Through my friends and contacts I have been invited to work on several 
exciting projects including liaison with International media for a fashion 
week in Zimbabwe. I have a deep knowledge of couture, style, arts and 
culture. I have contributed to various public consultations at local, 
national and international level. 

I have also done voluntary work doing everything from driving for a local 
swan rescue program to rescuing and re-releasing hedgehogs and sea 
turtles, talking to adults with learning disabilities and taking them out, 
street outreach and spent two Christmas periods ('97 and '98) volunteering 
with The Earl's Court Project. I have helped on an Alpha course at Holy 
Trinity Brompton, crewed on The MS Challenge boat during a cross channel 
race with a crew made up of fellow MS sufferers, and I have undertaken 
various pro bono or heavily discounted photography work for various 
charities.  

 

 

 

 

 


